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FREMANTLE WORKERS
SOCIAL AND LEISURE CLUB




Billy Glare 1862-1940

William Howard Clare born in Lancashire
Arrived in Coolgardie during the 1830s gold rush
Founded the “Coolgardie Miner” daily paper

Published newspapers in Kalgoorlie, Bunbury
and Fremantle

A lifelong supporter of rights of the suffering
and oppressed



“Our Club is a home - practically the only
one they know- to some of our associates
who like myself are quietly slipping away on
the ebb tide of life to the inevitable Bourn,
and who are meamwehile finding restful
sanctuary within this comfortable and

spacious edifice.”

Billy Clare in 1933



Swane vy of Weare (vurveda

History

Billy Clare founded the Fremantle Workers Social
and Leisure Club in February 1914

198 founding members - President Billy Clare

Lodges Hotel, Henry Street purchased at a cost
of 2,000 Pounds, payable in a weekly rental of
9 pounds

Granted a Club Licence June 1914
Official Opening September 1914



Lodges Hotel

: Original Club
Current Club ‘ ¢ Premis

'
1

Premises ?
Y

l,g . ; J‘
L i -
/ =

gi—




Original Club Premises 1932
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SENDER'S CITY, STATE = FREMANTLE

FREO WORKERS' SOCIAL & LEISURE CLUB
RECIPIENT'S ADDRESS = © MENRY STREET
CONGRATULAT IONS ON THE FORMATION OF NEW CLUS.

GREAT EXPECTION THAT CLUB WILL HAVE LONG AND SUCCESSFUL
DURATION. POSSIBLY 100 YEARS?

CRYSTAL BALL SAYS DON AND RUTH REACTIVATE CLUB IN 2012.

BEST WISHES FOR FUTURE.

FREMANTLE SOCIETY (FORMED IN 28 YEARS)




The Battle for a Glub Licence

“Our club never has been and never
will be a mere drinking shop”

..it would be found that the 20 resident objectors
were all licensed victuallers, and in lodging their

objection their motive could hardly be more than

a mercenary one.

..police had no objection to the application and

Mr. Unmack failed to see why men of the labouring
class should not have the club benefits which other
sections of the community enjoyed.
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The War Years
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‘Bloody Sunday’ Tom Edwards Funeral 1919
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James Groll Esg.

President of the Lumpers Union in 1905

Member of the Club Committee 1919
and 1921-1925

Dedication by the members of Fremantle
Workers Social & Leisure Club as a mark
of esteem for services rendered

Oct. 31st 1924.

President Don Whitsegton, September 2013



J -

Committee 1956 ~

. -

Y

.
¥ o




Ghristmas1950s & '

Prior to acceptance of women fage
as members of the club
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What About The Women?

Women were accepted as members in late 1950s

P G PREAANTLE Joha Dovsin, 208 “We may ask them back again”



The club’s solicitude
for the welfare and the
behaviour of its mem.-
bers is shown in the
entry of Acgud l7
1919: "Me. J. ..
brought before 'bo
committee and bmﬂn
ly spoken fo by
president for his gen-
eral conduct, both af
home and also in the
chub.”

THE “"CLOWN MACHINE."

In the same financial year, har
prnﬁls rose o €3.730,.’|3/4:
andd an extra source of inconw
was the “clown machine”—the
foreruner  of  the onc-armed
handits of today?

A COCKATOO FOR THE DUCHESS.

On May 22, the secretary reported that he
wasx megediting for the purchase of a cockaton
“to present sanwe to the ')ucheu of York™

On My 24, the privete secretery of the
Duchess of York acknowledged the receipt of the
cockatoo.

Maintaming the delight ful incongruity of the
revords, the pext minute stated that the tan Tark
havl Twen renwves! Troem the Tane and replaced Iy
cindders

July 4, 1926: FFour members
were charged with having played
twosnp, CUhne defendanmt saed theut
he coathld et have een plaving
s he was broke ont the day
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Augus’ 29, |9263 The ].:"u' ol
heor wits f.\'-\ultu.\'-‘. {or A _‘”u/
| » ol il A for a 10 oz, L').l\‘




The Club in Decline Late1990s ~ 201

General decline in Fremantle port and maritime workforce
Occupational Health and Safety - alcohol related
Changes in Fremantle demographics

Advancing age of members

Difficulty attracting new blood

Falling membership

CLUB CLOSED in MAY 2011




Lodges Hotel - Original Club Site




The Club at Closure 2011

Proceeds from sale of car park gone
Over $250,000 in debt

Membership down to 425

Liquor license was surrendered

Many of the assets were disposed of



Don Whittington President

President of the re-opened and juvenated
Fremantle Workers Social & Leisure Club
2012 to present

Don and partner Ruth were pivotal in efforts
to re-open and revitalise the club, backed
by enthusiastic volunteers and supporters



Glub Re-opened Jan 2011 yp and §
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Revival 2017

1. Get liguor licence back

2. bet financial help "

3. Xmas sundowner held in Dec 2011 - members only

4. January 21 Club re-opened

5. By June 30th 2012 over 800 +















The Trial of G Y 0'Connor
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